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MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 

REPRESENTING WINERY OPERATORS:  LOGAN LEET 

REPRESENTING WINERY OPERATORS:  ANN KARSNER 

REPRESENTING GRAPE GROWERS:   JENNY BEETZ 

REPRESENTING GRAPE GROWERS:   BRUCE KUNZE 

REPRESENTING THE UNIVERSITY OF KY:  PATSY WILSON 

REPRESENTING TOURISM, ARTS & HERITAGE: JOHN MALLOY 

REPRESENTING CITIZENS AT LARGE:   ANN BAKHAUS 

REPRESENTING CITIZENS AT LARGE:   ROGER LEASOR 

  

 MEMBERS ABSENT:  

REPRESENTING WINERY OPERATORS:  DENNIS WALTER 

REPRESENTING KY DEPT OF AGRICULTURE:  KRISTEN BRANSCUM 

  

 

  
Call to Order 

Mr. Roger Leasor called the meeting of the Kentucky Grape & Wine Council (KGWC) to order at 1:06 pm. Those 

present introduced themselves. Mr. Tyler Madison called the role and a quorum was confirmed. 

 

Mrs. Jenny Beetz made a motion to approve minutes from the previous meeting.  Mr. Bruce Kunze seconded the 

motion, all were in favor and the motion passed.  

 

Financial Report: 

Wholesale Reimbursement: Total payout for P1-15 = $27,290.00 with 18 wholesalers representing 29 wineries 

reporting. Two wholesalers opted-in but did not use any grant funds.  

 

Marketing Cost-Share: Total payout for P1-15 = $45,046.94 with 37 wineries reporting. Fifteen wineries opted-

in but used no grant funds.  

 

Mr. Leasor asked if there was a way to create an additional program that taps into the remaining cap for those 

wineries that exceeded their allotment each program period, reducing potential future rollover. 

 

Mrs. Beetz suggested that participating wineries submit total marketing expenses beyond the grant cap and that 

following the program deadline, a second allotment of unused funds be divided amongst wineries that have 

exceeded the original caps. 

 

Mr. Madison agreed to research a plan to use the rollover surplus based on the KGWC discussion and return with 

a vetted plan that is fair and legal by the December, 2015 meeting. 
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Promo Account: Mr. Madison reported that the inflatable wine bottle and pull-ups have arrived. The Digital 

Media Plan buys are complete with the fall/winter campaign beginning mid-November and running through 

December 31. Format is pre-roll video and banner ads.  

 

A new holiday video which will air on pre-roll was shot on October 14
th
. Final studio edits will be complete by 

early November. The directive is to drive retail sales for the holiday season with the theme: This holiday season, 

share a gift everyone will love- Kentucky Wines, ask for them at your favorite wine shop. 

 

 

KDA Staff Report: 

 

1. Economic Impact Study: A contract to complete an economic impacts study of Kentucky’s grape & Wine 

industry has been awarded to Frank, Rimerman + Co. Work will begin on November, 1. 

 

2. Kentucky Speedway Proposal: Mr. Madison reported that he was contacted by Mr. Seth Kimberlin from the 

Kentucky Speedway in regards to a potential partnership with Kentucky Wine. The general consensus 

amongst council members was that the Kentucky Speedway deviated from the target audience of Kentucky 

Wine and pursuing a partnership would not be a constructive way to spend marketing funds.  

 

3. Sweetness Scale: Mr. Madison relayed that the proposed launch of the uniformed sweetness scale remained 

on schedule and included in the meeting notes a copy of the design of the neck hangers (front and back) 

describing the scale to consumers that will be handed out to all wineries/distributors 

 

Legislative 

 

Grower Development Grant/Statute Change: Mr. Leasor, Mr. Madison and Mr. Kunze met with Senator 

Hornback on September, 22
nd

 to seek advice regarding the best way to approach the required statute change to 

create a new vineyard expansion grant utilizing existing funds. Sen. Hornback warned that due to both a new 

Appropriations & Revenue committee as well as a newly appointed Governor, the Council should expect extra 

scrutiny for all items in the approaching 2016 session.  Senator Hornback also suggested creating guidelines to the 

newly proposed grant program (provided in attachment with meeting notes by Mr. Kunze to the KGWC) as well 

an explanation detailing why the Council is pursuing this change.  

 

Additionally, Sen. Hornback advised that the KGWC should have in writing that neither ABC nor the 

Wholesalers oppose the proposal and that Kentucky’s wineries and trade organizations are also in favor. Tourism, 

Arts & Heritage should also be in support. Mr. John Malloy agreed to speak with Tourism on behalf of the 

Council to explain the potential benefit of the proposed grant to both the wine industry and the tourism industry.  

 

In regards to the Proposed Guidelines for KGWC Vineyard Expansion Cost Share Grant Program provided by 

Mr. Kunze, the Council unanimously agreed that the grant should include replacement of vines.  

 

Mr. Bruce Kunze made a motion to approve the proposed guidelines with discussed edits; the motion was 

seconded by Mr. Logan Leet. All voted in favor and the motion passed  

 

Mr. Madison will meet with Mr. Charles Smith to discuss the proposed statute change. Mr. Smith will then set up 

a meeting with Representative Rick Rand, Mr. Madison, Mr. Kunze and Mr. Leasor.  

 

Mr. Kunze commented that although the KGWC has approved guidelines for education, the council does not 

intend to include the guidelines in legislation. 
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Research 

None 

 

Wholesale and Distribution 

None 

 

Grower Development 

None (see Legislative) 

 

UK Report 

Mrs. Patsy Wilson relayed that plans and scheduling for the annual Winter Fruit & Vegetable Conference have 

now been finalized. The 2016 conference will take place on January 4th and 5
th
 at the Embassy Suites in 

Lexington. Well known New York winemaker, Domenic Carisetti (Taylor Wine Company, Constellation) will be 

the main guest speaker. Additional topics will include: Distillation, Identifying Wine Faults (Mr. Jeff Wheeler) 

and How to Make Money in the Vineyard (Fritz Westover). The Wine Tasting this year will feature the 

Commissioner Cup winning wines.  

 

In addition to the Winter Conference, there will be a March 4th pruning conference at the research vineyard in 

Lexington as well as a pruning conference on February 25
th
 at Western Kentucky University. 

 

Announcements 

The final day to submit entries for the 2015 Kentucky Commonwealth Commercial Wine Competition & 

Commissioner’s Cup was September 15
th
. The competition will be held on October 24

th
 in Louisville. 

 

The 2015 Celebration of Kentucky Wines event will take place on Saturday, November 14th at the Mercury 

Ballroom in Louisville. Tickets are for sale on Eventbrite with a limited number open to the public. Early bird 

price until October 25th is $35 per person. 

 

Mrs. Ann Karsner shared that the Kentucky Winery Association (KWA) is again pursuing distillation for 

Kentucky’s wineries. There are no changes to the proposed brandy bill from 2015. Mrs. Karsner also relayed that 

KWA continues to show concern with a lack of term limits for KGWC members and believes that there should be 

a trade association seat on the council.  

 

Mr. Leet reiterated that all KGWC meetings are open to the public and that three out of ten of the current KGWC 

member seats are also KWA members. Mr. Madison also noted that in the last three years, five of the seven seats 

available for appointment are first term appointees. Mrs. Beetz’s opinion that the KGWC should focus their 

current attention on the proposed statute change previously discussed and continue to try to work with KWA and 

ensure they’re included in future meetings was unanimously agreed upon. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Bruce Kunze made a motion to adjourn at 2:45 pm. 

 
 


